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This series, for kindergarten through second grade, teaches beginning readers to use the sounds of letters as

one strategy among many in learning to read. Exercises are carefully chosen to ensure practice in decoding

and encoding in a logical sequence; most of the activities apply phonetic knowledge to reading for a purpose.

The books progress in difficulty:

Book A: consonants

Book B: short vowels

Book C: blends and consonant digraphs

Book D: long vowels

Book E: digraphs, diphthongs, affixes and base words, sounds of y and -le words

All books in the series encourage the reader to use semantic and syntactic clues as well as sounds to decipher

unknown words. Students match words to pictures, fill in missing words, solve crossword puzzles and 

acrostics, categorize, think about sounds and meanings when completing patterns, find particular phonemes

in favorite books, and complete as well as write sentences.

Clues to Meaning stresses the interaction between reading and writing, asking students to read something and

then respond to it by writing about their reactions or experiences.

Children learn phonetic elements and apply that knowledge by:

● categorizing words (by phonetic sounds as well as by meaning)

● predicting and completing sentence patterns

● completing journal entries

● solving acrostics and crossword puzzles

● solving riddles, mysteries, and treasure hunts

● reading pull-out storybooks within the workbooks

● identifying prefixes, suffixes, and root words
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Clues to Meaning is versatile and adaptable. The series can be incorporated into any reading program—whether

based on phonetic principles, real books, the basal, or a combination. It provides the following benefits:

For teachers using a phonics-based approach

● Phonics activities based on research

● Gradual progression from visual introduction and simple matching, to word families, sound blending,

and phonics applications in context

● Both encoding and decoding

● Use of key words, mascots

● More challenging “bonus words” for stronger readers

For teachers using literature-based instruction

● Additional support for students who need more structure

● Natural language used in connected text

● Meaningful context for phonics

● Use of books can be individualized

● Examples of real-world reading

● Open-ended writing activities

● Activities involving real books

For teachers using the basal

● Additional experiences with phonics that go beyond traditional exercises

● Fun, game-like activities

● Abstract thinking in addition to traditional exercises

● Adaptability to needs of each group

● Ability to correlate sequence to that of the basal program

For teachers using an eclectic approach

● Flexibility in use

● Best of both worlds: phonics and

literature-based instruction
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